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The Crisis of 1914 from Austria-Hungary Point of View
Despite longtime embracement of diplomacy and co-existence in the Great Powers, things still turned out to be worse. Austria-Hungry engaged in different diplomatic issues to ensure peaceful co-existence with its other neighbors. However, the war was brewing and it was inescapable. Although Austria-Hungry embraced and engaged in diplomatic and foreign policies, the preparation to culminate war was vital to contain war occurrence.  With its strong belief to have a peaceful co-existence with Serbia, Serbia had a different opinion and motive to secure its future. Conversely, the complexity of the 1914 crisis leads to confusion to assert exactly what this was meant. Scholars demonstrate a different understanding of the 1914 war and how it led to more devastation. This paper examines the crisis of 1914 from Austria-Hungary’s point of view.
Austria-Hungary before the 1914 crisis embraced peace talks through the use of peace conferences and mediation.[footnoteRef:1] At least the Great Powers used these means to attain peace and co-exist with each other. However, it is important to note, other smaller states continuously and randomly engaged in conflicts with each other. Despite all the brewing war, these states both large and small avoided war at all cost. The move for peace acted as a means to restrain war. Austria-Hungary as one of the Great Power never wanted to be the cause of the war but restrain peace with every effort.[footnoteRef:2] However, Austria-Hungary relationship with the Triple Alliance and Italy was never strong. But no matter the situation peace was the ultimate winner in all the states. Germany and Austria were close allies and had a strong relationship.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Mombauer, Annika. July Crisis 1914. International Encyclopedia of the First World War. (2018)]  [2:  Ibid]  [3:  Tonge, Stephen. Austria-Hungary 1870-1914. European History. (2013)] 

Things begun to change particularly with the murder of the heir apparent to the throne of Austria-Hungary brought all the efforts down. Franz Francis Ferdinand and his wife assassination on July 1914 changed the diplomatic relations between the Great Powers. This changed everything including retaliation from the Austria-Hungary side. The assassination claimed by the minority ethnic group in Austria-Hungary subjected the world to this crisis. This successful assassination by Serbia nationalist led to the 1914 crisis since it threatened the unity of the European powers.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Stevenson, David. "Militarization and Diplomacy in Europe before 1914." International Security 22, no. 1 (1997): 125-161.] 

The Austria- Hungarian people believed the assassination to be a threat and provocation of the peace between Serbs, Austrians, and Hungarians. Although comprised of a lower percentage of the population in Austria-Hungary, Serbs threatened the existence of the whole country.[footnoteRef:5] As a result, dealing with the Serbs became one of the foreign policies in place in Austria-Hungary. Getting allied with Germany was one of the ways and aims to suppress the growth of the Serbians in Balkan.[footnoteRef:6] Moreover, the Serbs ethnic group posed a great threat to the development and unity of the Austria-Hungary Empire. However, this narrative provoked the Serbian nationalist with the help of other states leading to the assassination.      [5:  Ibid,2]  [6:  Ibid, 2] 

Austria-Hungary had the determination to keep its unity considering its dual monarchy system. Conversely, the 1914 crisis brought about disunity. Instead of the empire to concentrate to unite and contain the threat, it had to prepare to go for war. Since Austria-Hungary consisted of many ethnic groups, there existed mutual suspicion.[footnoteRef:7] Although the mutual suspicion contributed to the unity of the empire, the 1914 crisis affected that greatly. This is because, Serbian created conflict, though, one of the ethnic groups in Austria-Hungary. [7:  Ibid,2] 

The 1914 crisis from Austria-Hungary posed a menace to its future. The assassinated heir already opposed the need to unite and be part of Serbia.[footnoteRef:8] As a result, the Serbs retaliated claiming to secure their future. Although the claim about the future became the major reason for the Serbs to assassinate the heir, the crisis also became a danger to Austria-Hungary future. Due to the sensitivity and leadership mind of the heir, Austrian-Hungarians believed that this would change their future and definitely result in unity. [8:  MacMillan, Margaret. "The War That Ended Peace: The Road to 1914."] 

Foreign policies in Austria-Hungary were made and formed for different aims and goals. The influence of Russia in Balkan became a point of interest and concern.[footnoteRef:9] This followed the significant growth of Serbians in the Balkan.  This concern and prevention of Russia led to continuous conflict between Austria and Russia in different crisis. Additionally, foreign policies aimed to annex Bosnia and prevent the growth of South Slav nationalism. This informed the decisions that this growth threated and undermined Austria-Hungary Empire. However, it became obvious that the 1914 crisis prompted more of Austria-Hungary involvement in foreign policies. This involvement particularly aimed to strengthen it for the well trained and prepared Serbian nationalists. [9:  Ibid, 2] 

In conclusion, Austria-Hungary believed that the 1914 crisis would undermine her unity quest. Moreover, she would be able to engage in more foreign policies to create allies to face the well trained Serbian nationalist. This came after the failed peace talks and mediation that prevailed before 1914.  
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